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The Japan Cup is one of the most prestigious 
and richest races in the world and is run at Tokyo 
Racecourse  at a distance of 2400 meters run under 
weight for age conditions, on turf. 

During a relatively short history, the race has 
established itself as an international contest with 
winners from Japan, North America, Britain, Australia, 
New Zealand, Ireland, France, Germany and Italy.

The Japan Racing Association established the 
Japan Cup in 1981 as an international invitational 
race so local racehorses could have the opportunity 
to compete against horses of an international 
calibre and to promote goodwill within the racing 
community worldwide.

They have certainly achieved their goal since 2005 
no foreign horse has won this race, the last was 
Alkaased the Great Britain trained horse ridden by 
Frankie Dettori. 

However, foreign jockeys have been successful, 
Christophe Lemaire in 2009/2018, Ryan Moore 2013, 
Christophe Soumillon 2014 and Hugh Bowman 2017.

An Invitation

Shinkansen - Japan’s Legendary Bullet Train

The Japan CupATC extends an invitation to our 
members, owners and guests to 
join our Japan Racing Tour. Be 
part of the racing purist’s dream 
of seeing one of the world’s great 
staying races, the Japan Cup live 
at Fuchu Racecourse.  

Experience racing from the comfort of a VIP reserved 
dining area including grandstand viewing.  Visit the 
state of the art Miho training centre and continue on 
to Sapporo, situated on the beautiful northern island 
of Hokkaido, home to the world famous breeding 
centres of Northern Farms and Shadai Stallion Station. 

There will be plenty of time to explore Tokyo, one 
of the world’s most vibrant cities with modern 
skyscrapers balanced by ancient traditions.

Travel from Tokyo to Hakone via Mt Fuji by coach. 
Enjoy lunch before taking a cruise on Lake Ashi and 
ride the aerial cableway up and down Mt Komagatake 
staying overnight, returning to Tokyo by bullet train.

We have chosen specific accommodation centrally 
located to ensure you get the best experience at this 
wonderful time of the year in Japan. 

This is a once in a lifetime opportunity on this fully 
escorted group racing tour, you will have behind the 
scenes experiences not available to the public.

James Ross  
GM, Racing, Wagering and International
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Tokyo
Expansive and diverse, Tokyo is a city unparalleled by 
the sheer magnitude of its cityscape and its incredible 
culture, which has been moulded over the better part 
of nine centuries. 

Tokyo is a traveller’s boon, a bounty of culturally 
fascinating, thrilling and quirky sights. These include 
areas such as Ginza, known for high class shopping, 
Akihabara, the electronic centre of Tokyo and Shinjuku, 
famous for its neon lights and futuristic skyscrapers. 

Hyatt Regency Tokyo
Hyatt Regency Tokyo is centrally located in Shinjuku, a 
thriving business, shopping and entertainment district 
and only a short walk from Shinjuku station.

Hakone
Hakone, in Japan’s Fuji-Hakone-Izu National Park 
west of Tokyo, is a mountainous town known for its hot 
springs resorts (onsen) and views of the iconic volcano 
Mount Fuji. It also encompasses Hakone Shrine, a 
Shinto shrine with a red “torii” gate overlooking Lake 
Ashi, which can be toured by boat, as well as the 
boiling sulphur springs of the Owakudani Valley.

Yamano Hotel
This authentic resort hotel boasts the one of the best 
locations on the lakeside of Lake Ashi and combines 
Japanese tradition and hospitality. The venue was 
originally the villa of Baron Koyata Iwasaki, whose 
uncle is Yataro Iwasaki, the founder of Mitsubishi.

Sapporo
Sapporo is the capital of the mountainous 
northern Japanese island of Hokkaido and is 
famous for its beer, skiing and annual Sapporo 
Snow Festival featuring enormous ice sculptures. 
The Sapporo Beer Museum traces the city’s 
brewing history and has tastings and a beer 
garden. Ski hills and jumps from the 1972 Winter 
Olympics are scattered within the city limits, and 
Niseko, a renowned ski resort, is nearby.

Sapporo Grand Hotel
The Sapporo Grand Hotel is ideally located in the centre 
of Sapporo. The venue boasts a multitude of dining 
options, a shopping arcade, a gym and a spa centre. 
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Day 7, Thursday 28 November 
TOKYO – SAPPORO 
Depart your hotel early this morning and travel by 
coach to visit the Miho Training Centre, the largest and 
most up-to-date training centre in Japan featuring two 
race courses and the capacity to accommodate up to 
2300 horses. At the conclusion of your visit you will 
be transferred to the Airport for your flight to Sapporo, 
located on Hokkaido Island. Transfer to your centrally 
located hotel where you will enjoy dinner. 
Accommodation: Sapporo 
 
Day 8, Friday 29 November 
SAPPORO         
After breakfast depart by coach with our first stop 
being Shadai Stallion Station, which stands famous 
stallions like Harbinger, Deep Impact, Orfevre, 
Hearts Cry and Lord Kanaloa, just to name a few. 
Next, we will visit Northern Farm which is home to 
many superbly bred mares and boasts world class 
facilities including covered training tracks which are 
essential during the winter months. Finally, we will 
visit Northern Horse Park, a racing themed tourist 
park, which also houses a museum. 
Accommodation: Sapporo 
 
Day 09, Saturday 30 November 
SAPPORO – TOKYO – SYDNEY 
This morning is at leisure for you to enjoy the 
comforts of your hotel or catch-up on some last-
minute shopping in the nearby arcade. Alternatively 
have some luncheon at some of the hotel’s many 
restaurants before your mid-afternoon transfer to 
Sapporo airport for your homeward bound flight.  
Accommodation: In Flight 
 
Day 10, Sunday 01 December   
SYDNEY 
Your arrival in Australia concludes your tour.

Day 1, Friday 22 November   
SYDNEY - TOKYO 
Early this evening please make your way to the 
International airport for your overnight flight to Tokyo.  
Accommodation: In Flight

Day 2, Saturday 23 November
TOKYO
Upon arrival you will be met and transferred to your 
centrally located hotel for immediate check in. This 
afternoon you have the choice of attending the races 
or joining a sightseeing tour. Tokyo’s modernity is 
striking, yet its past lingers in the background, with 
tradition and ancient culture found in the unlikeliest 
of places. Be dazzled by the skyscrapers and all this 
fascinating city has to offer. 
Accommodation: Tokyo

Day 3, Sunday 24 November
TOKYO   
Transfer to the racecourse to attend the Japan Cup 
where you will enjoy a reserved table in a VIP dining 
area, including buffet lunch and beverages with 
betting facilities and grandstand viewing deck. With 
total prize money being approximately AU$9 million 
this race always attracts top class horses, jockeys and 
trainers from all around the world. 
Accommodation: Tokyo

Day 4, Monday 25 November
TOKYO
Today you have day at leisure, may we suggest an 
optional tour to the delightful hill town of Nikko to 
see the colourful Toshogu Shrine, waterfalls and 
temples to name a few. You may wish to try the 
various Tokyo subway systems, or take a surface 
train to Akihabra if you are interested in electronic 
shops or perhaps proceed to Japan’s most famous 
shopping district – the Ginza. Today the choice is 
yours to see, do and experience. 
Accommodation: Tokyo

Day 5, Tuesday 26 November
TOKYO – HAKONE
Depart Tokyo by coach for Mt Fuji and drive half 
way up the mountain to Mt Fuji’s 5th Station, 
enjoying the natural scenery en route. After lunch 
take a cruise on Lake Ashi then ride an aerial 
cableway up and down Mt Komagatake for a 
sweeping view of Hakone National Park. Continue 
on to your resort hotel surrounded by Lake Ashi 
and senic mountain ranges.
Accommodation: Hakone

Day 6, Wednesday 27 November 
HAKONE – TOKYO  
This morning, take the opportunity to relax in this 
beautiful, mountainous town known for its hot springs 
before transferring to Odawara Station to board the 
Bullet Train for your journey back to Tokyo where 
upon arrival you will be transferred to your Tokyo 
hotel. Your evening is at leisure.  
Accommodation: Tokyo  
 

Race Day

Stud Visit

Clients with limited time have the option to return back 
to Australia on day 7, 28 November 2019. As space is 
limited, please contact Ambassador Travel for details.
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Cost Per Person
Twin Share Single Supp.

$8,995 $1,695

Tour Includes
 » Return economy class airfares 
 » Return airport / hotel transfers 
 » Accommodation in first class hotels 
 » Breakfast daily
 » Tour of Tokyo 
 » Return transfer hotel / racecourse
 » Admission & Reserved table on seventh floor 
 » Grandstand overlooking racecourse, including buffet lunch 
 » Tour of Hakone - Lake Ashi
 » Lunch & dinner on day 5
 » Bullet train travel from Hakone to Tokyo
 » Tour of Miho Training Centre
 » Full Day Tour of Horse Farms
 » Dinner on day 7 
 » Assistance throughout 

Not Included
 » Items of a personal nature 
 » Excess luggage 
 » Meals other than listed
 » Travel Insurance 
 » Visa fees (if applicable)
 » Airline fuel surcharges & departure taxes (approx. $295) 

Cost based on minimum of 20 passengers.  
Premium Economy & Business Class airfares available on request.

Miho Training Centre
The Miho training centre has been established 
by the Japan Racing Association (JRA) to provide 
horses with the conditioning they need to put on 
their best races. This facility is the largest and most 
up-to date of its kind and features stables, clinics for 
racehorses, lodging and various other facilities.

Northern Horse Park & Farms
Visit Japan’s beautiful northern island Hokkaido, 
home to Japan’s world class thoroughbred breeding 
industry. Your itinerary will include visits to Shadai 
Farm, Shadai Stallion Station, Northern Farm and 
Northern Horse Park. 

Northern Horse Park, a racing themed tourist park, 
which also houses a museum. One of the residents is 
2006 Melbourne Cup Winner Delta Blues, who is now 
16 years of age and keeps fit at the equestrian school.

Japan Cup - Tokyo Racecourse
Tokyo Racecourse is located in Fuchu, a short 
distance from central Tokyo. It has a capacity in 
excess of 200,000 spectators with more then 
13,500 grandstand seats, making it the Japan Racing 
Association’s biggest racetrack.
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The tour cost is based on flying Economy Class with Qantas 
Airways, with a minimum total of 20 passengers departing 
from Sydney. 

Fares from other Australian ports, Premium Economy & 
Business Class airfares available on request. However, we can 
assist you to arrange flights on an alternative airline of your 
choice or to use your frequent flyer points. 

Premium Economy Class is a welcome enhancement to the 
Economy Class experience – offering you more space and 
comfort. Before you even board, you’ll appreciate dedicated 
check-in counters and priority boarding at the gate. 

A more spacious cabin with wider seats, footrests, more recline 
and a superior head rest make your journey more comfortable. 

Qantas’s Business Class offers the perfect balance between 
privacy and openness. It has been thoughtfully designed 
around passengers’ needs, providing a space in which to 
sleep, dine, work, read, watch TV or simply relax.

Premium Economy Class

Why not take the opportunity to extend your Japan 

Cup Racing Tour and continue on to the spectacular 

Longines Hong Kong International Races. 

You will meet up with the ATC Hong Kong International 
Racing Tour group and spend more time with like 
minded people and fellow racing enthusiasts.

Travellers joining the Hong Kong International 
Extension will be flying with Cathay Pacific on all 
sectors of both tours. 

To personalize your travel plans, please contact our 
office and one of Ambassador Travel’s experienced 
travel consultants will be delighted to assist you. 

Hong Kong International Extension

Business Class
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www.ambassadortravel .com.au

Suite 15, Level 1, Silverton Place, 101 Wickham Terrace, Brisbane, QLD 4000
GPO Box 2208, Brisbane, QLD 4001

Phone: (07) 3229 6555    Toll Free: 1800 777 989
Email: enquiry@ambassadortravel.com.au

DISCOVER THE RACING WORLD

AMBASSADOR TRAVEL
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